THE SCHISM
but Mary's courage carried through and she rallied them.
Wyatt had the help of artillery, which was sent to him from
certain Venetian ships lying in the Thames, and he also held the
promise of an immediate French invasion—which failed him.
He crossed the Thames above London with great courage, but
as he approached the city his forces dwindled: time was all-
important to him, and he therefore got ahead of his guns; finally
the remnant of his men and he himself were captured. But it was
a very close thing, for most of the powerful and rich men who
had profited by the plunder of religion felt insecure with Mary
on the throne. Wyatt was, of course, executed, and so were
Lady Jane Grey's father, who helped in the rebellion, and Lady
Jane Grey herself and her boy-husband, who had hitherto been
spared through Mary's too lenient policy,
The Spanish Marriage. Her success in crushing this
rebellion made Mary secure. Gardiner married her to Philip in
Winchester Cathedral on July 25 following (1554), and it looked
as though the cause of the Counter-Reformation in England
was now secure. The people as a whole were upon the side of
the old religion, though they had no strong feelings about the
Papacy, but a natural affection for their traditions and their
ancient worship, and a special hatred of the new great landlords
whom they learned to detest during the wretched conditions of
the boy-Kong Edward's nominal reign.
The Reconciliation with Rome. Pole was sent by the
Pope to negotiate the reconciliation with the Holy See. The
stumbling-block was the abbey lands. Apart from the very rich
men who had acquired the greater part of the new wealth (the
Wriothesleys, the Russells, the Pagets, the Cromwells, and the
rest), there was a host of people who had bought and sold the
land since the original loot, and the vested interest against the
restoration of the plunder was overwhelming. Pole was
authorized to say that the Pope would allow the loot of the
Church lands to stand, so the landlords—that is, the House of
Lords and the House of Commons—made the best of it, and
accepted the policy of reconciliation, for which most of them
individually were in favour so far as their private feelings were
concerned and so long as their newly acquired millions were
secure.
Pole landed on November 20,1554, and within a fortnight the
whole Parliament accepted the reconciliation with enthusiasm.
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